
Why Our Whole Church 
Should Memorize Bible 
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Proposal:  As shepherds of your souls, we, the elders of Grace 

Fellowship Church, want all of us to memorize the Word of 

God together every week. 



  

 

 

 

 

“I have stored up Your Word in my heart, 
That I might not sin against You.” 

- Psalm 119:11 
 
 
 

The Best Thing – His Word 
In the Best Place – My Heart 

For the Best Reason – So I Will Not Sin Against My Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, 

 copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

All original material © 2009 Grace Fellowship Church. 
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Why Should We Do This? 

1. No More Casualties. 

Some have fallen hard because they have not been well-armed for 

the battle. Ps 119.11 makes it clear that one crucial part of fighting 

sin is storing up or treasuring the Word in our hearts. 

2. Holiness is Our Purpose. 

We ought to often pray with McCheyne: “Lord, make me as godly as 

a saved sinner can be!” Anything less than this desire is idolatry and 

unworthy of our calling. In Ps 119.11 God has instructed us on how 

to be godly… we dare not neglect his direction! 

3. Memorizing Forces Meditation. 

Meditation is everywhere commanded in the Bible and church his-

tory has proven that our heroes of the faith have been men and 

women who meditated on the Word—often through memorization  

(Philippians 4:8). 

4. This Will Help Fathers. 

Those with children still at home, who are desirous of being spiri-

tual leaders, now have a tool to help them lead and shepherd their 

families. The family could spend two minutes before every dinner 

working on the verse of the week and fathers can teach the mean-

ing and give application. 

5. Memorizing Will Increase Our Fellowship. 
Every week we will have truth we have been considering and pon-

dering together and this will provide a good launching pad to direct 

our conversation to spiritual matters. Also, over the years we will be 

able to draw one another back to the “old paths” by referring to 

Scriptures we have learned together. 

6. Memorizing Will Not Harm You. 
How many hours do we spend in a week in mindless or mind-

numbing activity? Will one hour less of television per week harm 
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your spiritual life? Will memorizing and meditating on a different 

verse each week do you injury? Surely, this is the least we can do! 

7. Are We Content with Our Sin? 

Do we think so little of sin (and hence, of God) that we are content 

with our spiritual maturity—thinking that we have “arrived” or at 

least gotten to a place where we do not have to work so hard any-

more? May it never be! The best reason to memorize is so that we 

“might not sin against” our Lord. The godly understand that their 

sin is never only against themselves or another—all sin is ultimately 

aimed at and offensive to God (Psalm 51). Not one of these sins is 

excusable or winked at—they are all punished on the cross. Do I 

disdain the cross and the sufferings of Jesus so much that I am not 

willing to give my all to never sin again? 

8. Memorizing Aids Delighting. 

As we have seen in the past, one of the primary means to delighting 

in God is pondering His glorious Word. Our purpose is “Delighting in 

God to the glory of God” and so we are committed to actually doing 

it—not just thinking about it.   

9. This is Counter-Cultural. 

Sometimes it is very healthy to live against the flow of the culture in 

order to make our faith in Christ more visible to our own eyes. Most 

people only think about work, sports, news, family and sleep—who 

ponders the glories of our Saviour? Memorizing the Word together 

makes us stand out in bold relief, like the rock in the middle of the 

river—holding firm against the current. This is healthy. 

10. Memorizing Improves Our Souls. 

Remember Scougal’s profound words: “The excellency of a soul is to 

be measured by the object of its love…”. Do I love the Word of God? 

If I do, I will treasure it in my heart. I will yearn for it, adore it, think 

on it, look forward to it and ponder it deeply. 
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11. We Will Be Better Counsellors. 

Of what profit is Godless, truthless, Wordless counsel? Part of our 

ministry to one another is to sharpen each other and help one an-

other through the decisions of life. We need to own the Word in 

order to do this effectively and memorizing is one means of doing 

that. 

12. No Hypocrisy. 

We will demonstrate to our children that memorizing is not just 

some game for kids, but it is the serious business of godly people. 

Our action of memorizing will value the Word before their eyes and 

show them that learning the Word is not just child’s play. 

13. Armed For Battle. 

The Devil never calls or e-mails ahead to tell you when you are go-

ing to be attacked. We must be well-armed and ready in advance 

for his wicked onslaughts and memorizing is one tool in our train-

ing. Remember Christian (from tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ) as he fought 

Apollyon… what happened when he dropped his sword (the symbol 

of the Word of God)? 

Six Possible Objections to Memorizing Together 

1. ȰIt is Too Hard.ȱ 
Some of us find memorizing a four-digit P.I.N. a feat of genius! I am 

one of them… just ask my wife how many times I have had to call 

her from the grocery store to ask for those four digits! But, what 

good things in life are free (besides our salvation)? If it is good, it is 

worth working for. Besides this, the man who may take an easy 5 

minutes to memorize compared to your agonizing 55 minutes, may 

struggle in other areas of life that are of no problem to you. Each 

one is different. But God does not offer an alternative plan for the 

slow of memory. We must heed the counsel of “the man after 

God’s own heart” and store up that Word in our hearts. Your kids (if 

you have them) may lap you 13 times over before you finally get 

the verse down… but what lesson does that teach your kids? That 
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you are a bad memorizer? No! It teaches your kids that you love the 

Word so much you will agonize and strive over it because it is worth 

it! They will learn, here is how vital the Word of God is! 

2. Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ &ÏÒÃÅ -ÅȢȱ 

Someone will say, “Okay, I concede I need to memorize, but don’t 

force me to memorize what everyone else is doing. I will do my own 

memorizing.” Will you? How many verses did you memorize last 

year? How many the year before that? No one is seeking to stifle 

your “individuality,” but here is a way we can help one another and 

grow closer together as a church family. 

3. ȰNobody Will Do It.ȱ 

You are absolutely right—unless you lead the way! What may feel 

like labour at first will quickly become routine down the road. Some 

things we just need to do. 

4. ȰI Have Other Verses I Want to Memorize.ȱ 

Great! Do those as well! 

5. ȰWe All Have Different Versions.ȱ 

We will all memorize in the ESV. It is faithful to the original and yet 

understandable by the young. Even if you don’t own one, the verses 

will be printed in this book, in the bulletins and available on the 

web. 

6. Ȱ) $ÏÎȭÔ 7ÁÎÔ 4ÏȢȱ 

Perhaps you have no good reasons other than this. Then I urge you 

to heed the words of Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit 

to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 

will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” Do what is to 

your advantage and follow your leaders. 
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3Ï 7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȩ 
For this calendar year (starting now!) your elders have deliberately cho-

sen several passages that we felt would be beneficial for all of us to 

memorize. While we’ve always memorized one verse (or sometimes 

two) we believe that there is great profit to be had in memorizing whole 

passages of Scripture.  

It can be scary to think of memorizing such big chunks of Scripture when 

we look at the passage as a whole but if we work together and take it 

week-by-week we believe you will see (and experience!) the blessing 

and the benefit for yourself. 

Why not make this a part of your family devotions? 

How Will We Do This? 
We will put the verse for the coming week in the Sunday bulletin and 

our website. Included below is a schedule of the verses for the whole 

year. The date listed is the Sunday when we will start the verse given. 

This way if you’re away for a week, you can still stay on track. Or, if you 

want to, you can even work ahead!  

We will hold one another accountable in our memorizing by reciting 

these verses corporately at various meetings throughout the week. The 

children will memorize these verses for their GraceKids classes—one 

verse for all per week. 

We understand that not all will learn every verse perfectly. Sometimes 

providence makes the task more difficult… but better to shoot for per-

fection and land a little lower, than aim low and get nothing done. Gird 

up your loins for action, Grace Fellowship Church! Adopt that warfare 

mentality and get into boot camp. By God’s grace, you can do it! 
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Four Passages of Hope 

1. Psalm 103 

A psalm reminding us of the goodness and eternality of the charac-

ter of God, the brevity of our lives, and the calling that we have to 

worship him in all things at all times. 

2. 1 John 4.7-12 

God has shown his perfect love for us in Christ. We too reflect God 

to the world when we love each other as God has loved us. 

3. Psalm 32 

A song of repentance—and the joy that comes from finding forgive-

ness! 

4. 1 John 2.28-3.3 

The basis of our hope: The Father has set his love on us in Christ 

and will make us like Jesus; we will be pure as he is pure, finally and 

completely delivered from sin. 

 

The Schedule1 
Date Reference Text  

September 13, 

2009 

Psalm 103.1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless 

his holy name!  
 

September 20, 

2009 

Psalm 103.2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits,  

                                                           

1
 Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on which we begin to learn this new verse.  
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September 27, 

2009 

Psalm 103.3 who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, 

October 4, 

2009 

Psalm 103.4 who redeems your life from 

the pit, who crowns you with 

steadfast love and mercy,   

October 11, 

2009 

Psalm 103.5 who satisfies you with good so 

that your youth is renewed 

like the eagle's.   

October 18, 

2009 

Psalm 103.6 The LORD works righteous-

ness and justice for all who 

are oppressed.   

October 25, 

2009 

Psalm 103.7 He made known his ways to 

Moses, his acts to the people 

of Israel.   

November 1, 

2009 

Psalm 103.8 The LORD is merciful and gra-

cious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love.   

November 8, 

2009 

Psalm 103.9 He will not always chide, nor 

will he keep his anger forever. 

November 15, 

2009 

Psalm 103.10 He does not deal with us ac-

cording to our sins, nor repay 

us according to our iniquities.  
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November 22, 

2009 

Psalm 103.11 For as high as the heavens are 

above the earth, so great is 

his steadfast love toward 

those who fear him; 

November 29, 

2009 

Psalm 103.12 as far as the east is from the 

west, so far does he remove 

our transgressions from us.  

December 6, 

2009 

Psalm 103.1-

12 

Review Psalm 103.1-12 

December 13, 

2009 

Luke 2.11 For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Saviour, 

who is Christ the Lord. 

December 20, 

2009 

John 1.14 And the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

December 27, 

2009 

Psalm 103.1-

12 

Review Psalm 103.1-12 

January 3, 2010 Psalm 103.13 As a father shows compassion 

to his children, so the LORD 

shows compassion to those 

who fear him.  

January 10, 

2010 

Psalm 103.14 For he knows our frame; he 

remembers that we are dust.  
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January 17, 

2010 

Psalm 103.15 As for man, his days are like 

grass; he flourishes like a 

flower of the field;  

January 24, 

2010 

Psalm 103.16 for the wind passes over it, 

and it is gone, and its place 

knows it no more.  
 

January 31, 

2010 

Psalm 103.17 But the steadfast love of the 

LORD is from everlasting to 

everlasting on those who fear 

him, and his righteousness to 

children's children,   

February 7, 

2010 

Psalm 103.18 to those who keep his cove-

nant and remember to do his 

commandments.   

February 14, 

2010 

Psalm 103.19 The LORD has established his 

throne in the heavens, and his 

kingdom rules over all.  

February 21, 

2010 

Psalm 103.20 Bless the LORD, O you his an-

gels, you mighty ones who do 

his word, obeying the voice of 

his word!   

February 28, 

2010 

Psalm 103.21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts, 

his ministers, who do his will! 

March 7, 2010 Psalm 103.22 Bless the LORD, all his works, 

in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
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March 14, 2010 1 John 4.7 Beloved, let us love one an-

other, for love is from God, 

and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. 
 

March 21, 2010 1 John 4.8 Anyone who does not love 

does not know God, because 

God is love.  

March 28, 2010 1 John 4.9 In this the love of God was 

made manifest among us, that 

God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live 

through him.  

April 4, 2010 1 John 4.10 In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to 

be the propitiation for our 

sins.  

April 11, 2010 1 John 4.11 Beloved, if God so loved us, 

we also ought to love one an-

other. 

April 18, 2010 1 John 4.12 No one has ever seen God; if 

we love one another, God 

abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us. 

April 25, 2010 1 John 4.7-12 Review 1 John 4.7-12 
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May 2, 2010 Psalm 32.1 Blessed is the one whose 

transgression is forgiven, 

whose sin is covered.   

May 9, 2010 Psalm 32.2 Blessed is the man against 

whom the LORD counts no 

iniquity, and in whose spirit 

there is no deceit.   

May 16, 2010 Psalm 32.3 For when I kept silent, my 

bones wasted away through 

my groaning all day long.  

May 23, 2010 Psalm 32.4 For day and night your hand 

was heavy upon me; my 

strength was dried up as by 

the heat of summer.  

May 30, 2010 Psalm 32.5 I acknowledged my sin to you, 

and I did not cover my iniq-

uity; I said, "I will confess my 

transgressions to the LORD," 

and you forgave the iniquity 

of my sin.  

June 6, 2010 Psalm 32.6 Therefore let everyone who is 

godly offer prayer to you at a 

time when you may be found; 

surely in the rush of great wa-

ters, they shall not reach him. 
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June 13, 2010 Psalm 32.7 You are a hiding place for me; 

you preserve me from trou-

ble; you surround me with 

shouts of deliverance.  

June 20, 2010 Psalm 32.1-7 Review Psalm 32.1-7 

June 27, 2010 Psalm 32.8 I will instruct you and teach 

you in the way you should go; 

I will counsel you with my eye 

upon you.   

July 4, 2010 Psalm 32.9 Be not like a horse or a mule, 

without understanding, which 

must be curbed with bit and 

bridle, or it will not stay near 

you.   

July 11, 2010 Psalm 32.10 Many are the sorrows of the 

wicked, but steadfast love 

surrounds the one who trusts 

in the LORD.  

July 18, 2010 Psalm 32.11 Be glad in the LORD, and re-

joice, O righteous, and shout 

for joy, all you upright in 

heart! 

July 25, 2010 Psalm 32.1-11 Review Psalm 32.1-11 
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August 1, 2010 1 John 2.28 And now, little children, abide 

in him, so that when he ap-

pears we may have confi-

dence and not shrink from 

him in shame at his coming. 
 

August 8, 2010 1 John 2.29 If you know that he is right-

eous, you may be sure that 

everyone who practices right-

eousness has been born of 

him.   

August 15, 

2010 

1 John 3.1 See what kind of love the Fa-

ther has given to us, that we 

should be called children of 

God; and so we are. The rea-

son why the world does not 

know us is that it did not 

know him.  

August 22, 

2010 

1 John 3.2 Beloved, we are God's chil-

dren now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but 

we know that when he ap-

pears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as 

he is.  

August 29, 

2010 

1 John 3.3 And everyone who thus hopes 

in him purifies himself as he is 

pure. 
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September 5, 

2010 

1 John 2.28-

3.3 

Review 1 John 2.28-3.3 

 


