Why Our Whole Church
Should Memorize Bible
Verses Together

Our 2008-2009 Fighter Verses
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-Psalm 119:11

TheBest Thing; His Word
In the Best Place My Heart
For the Best Reas@So | Will Not Sin Against My Lord

Proposal: As shepherds of your souls, we, the elders of Grace
Fellowship Church, want all of us to memorize the Word of
God together every week.




Why Should We Do This?

1. No More Casualties.
Some have fallen hard because they have not beertraveied for
the battle. Ps 119:1 makes it clear that one crucial part of fighting
sin is storing up or treasuring thWWord in our hearts.

2. Holiness is Our Purpose.
We ought to often prawith M/ KS&y SY da[ 2NRX YIS
I a4 SR &aAYyySNI Oy o0SH¢ !yeiaKAy3
unworthy of our callingln Ps 119:1XGod has instructed us on how
tobegRf 8 X 6S RINB y20 yS3ftSOi KAa F

3. Memorizing Forces Meditation.
Meditation is everywhere commanded in the Bible and church
history has proven that our heroes of the faith have been men and
women who meditated on the Womd often through memaorization
(Philippians 4:8)

4. This Will Help Fathers.
Those with children still at homewho are desirous of being
spiritual leadersnow have a tool to help them lead and shepherd
their families. The family could spend two minutes before every
dinner working on the erse of the week and fathers can teach the
meaning and give application.

5. Memorizing Will Increase Our Fellowship.
Every week we will havéruth we have been considering and
pondering together and this will provide a good launching pad to
direct ourconversation to spiritual matters. Also, over the years we
gAftf 60S lofS G2 RNIg 2yS Iy2iKS
referring to Scriptures we have learned together.

6. Memorizing Will Not Harm You.

How many hours do we spend in a week in mindless or mind
numbing activity? Will one hour less of television per week harm




your spiritual life? Will memorizing and meditating on a different
verseeach week do you injury? Surely, this is the least we can do!

Are We Content with Our Sin?

Do we think so little of si (and hence, of God) that we are content

with our spiritual maturitg § KAy 1Ay 3 GKIFG 6S KI @S
least gotten to a place where we do not have to work so hard
anymore? May it never be! The best reason to memorize is so that
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their sin is neveronly against themselves or anotherall sin is
ultimately aimedat and offensive to God (Psalm 51). Not one of

these sins is excusable or winked d@hey are all punished on the

cross. Do | disdaitime cross and the sufferings of Jesus so much that

I am not willing to give my all to never sin again?

Memorizing Aids Delighting.

As we have seen in the past, one of the primary means to delighting
in God is pondering His glorious Wo@urpurposeA & lightn§ in
D2R (2 G(KS 3 soawede cenimitt@lzoRctually gbiRg

itT not just thinking about it.

This is Counter-Cultural.

Sometimes it is very healthy to live against the flow of the culture in
order to make our faith in Christ more visiliteour own eyes. Most
people only think about worksports, news, family and sleepvho
ponders the glories of our Saviour? Memorizing the Word together
makes us stand out in bold relief, like the rock in the middle of the
rivert holding firm against the guent. This is healthy.

. Memorizing Improves Our Souls.
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If I do, I will treasure it in my heart. | will yearn for it, a€ldt; think

on it, look forward to it and ponder it deeply.




11.

12.

13.

We Will Be Better Counsellors.

Of what profit is Godlessyuthless, Wordless counsel? Part of our
ministry to one another is to sharpen each other and help one
another through the decisions ofdi We need to own the Word in
order to do this effectively andhemorizingis one mean®of doing
that.

No Hypocrisy.

We will demonstrate to our children that memorizing is not just
some game for kids, but it is the serious business of godly people.
Our acton of memorizing will value the Word before their eyes and
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Armed For Battle.

The Devil never calls og-mails ahead to tell you when you are

going to be attacked. We must be walimed and ready in advance

for his wicked onslaughts and memorizing is one tool in our
training. Remembef KNRA A G Al Yy 0O F NER ¥s he fodgBt NRX Y Q:
ApollyorX ¢ K| i K I édlhiSdfofged his Kword (the symbol

of the Word of God)?

Six Possible Objections to Memorizing Together

1.

At is Too Hard.6

Some of us findnemorizing a foudigit P.I.Na feat of genius! | am
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her from the grocery store to ask for those four digits! But, what

good things in life are free (besides our salvation)? If it is good, it is
worth working for. Besides this, the man who may take an easy 5
minutes to memorize compared to your agonizingrbutes, may

struggle in other areas of life that are of no problem to you. Each

one is different. But God does not offer an alternative plan for the

slow of memory. We must heed the counsel @he man after
D2RQ&a 2#&nyd stére lipNdat Word in ounearts.Your kids (if

you have them) may lap you 13 times over before you finally get
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you are a bad memorizer? Nt teaches your kids that you love the
Word so much you wikgonize and stvie over it because it is worth
it! They will learnhere is how vital the Wordf God i$
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force me to memorize what everyone else is doing. | will do my own

Y S Y2 NA Wil yoB2bHow many verses did you memorize last

year? How many the year before that? No one is seeking to stifle
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grow closer together as a church family.

Mobody Will Do 1t.6

You are absalely rightt unless you lead the way! What may feel
like labour at first will quickly become routine down the road. Some
things we just need to do.

O Have Other Verses | Want to Memorize.0
Great! Do those as well!

Qe All Have Different Versions.o

We willall memorize in the ESV. It is faithful to the original and yet
understandable by the youn§. Sy A F @2dz R2y Qi 24y
will be printed inthis book, in thebulletins and available on the

web.
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Perhaps you have no good reasatker than this. Then | urge you
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to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who

will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with
groaning, forthatwol® 6S 2F y2 | ROwhatist@sS G2
your advantage and follow your leaders.
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For this calendar year (starting now!) your elders halaiberately
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through March (with two specialweeks before Christmas) (G KSy 6 S¢C
repeat the same verses frofarch through September. It is our hope

that by learning the versatwice they will really sink in.
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possible so that family members of all ages and abilities can keep up.

How Will We Do This?

We will putthe verse for the coming week in the Sunday bulletin and

our website.Included below is a schedule of the verses for the whole

year. The date listeds the Sunday when we will start the verse given.
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want to, you can even work ahead!

We will hold one another accountable in our memorizing by reciting
these verses corporately aarious meetings throughout the week. The
children will memorize these verses for their Gracekitisses one
verse for all per week

We understand that not all will learn every verse perfectly. Sometimes
LINE GARSYOS YIF{1Sa GKS 1l &d shogt2fidB RA -
perfection and land a little lower, than aim low and get nothing done.

Gird up your loins for actignGrace Fellowship Church! Adopt that
gFNFIFNB YSydlrtAade FyR IS Ayidz2 0622




25 Core Verses!
Our strategy in choosing these verses washtaild around ourfive core
Pl £ dzSad C2NJ SI OKelegetfivewvdzhds. @ f dzSa s 6 SQ

1. Truth.
D2RQ&a 62NR Aa (NHMzZiK FyR AGQa GKS

2. Humility.
God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humi@arist
modelled perfect humility, and we strive to follow his example.

3. Authority.
Fighting against all cultural intuitions, the Scriptures say that
authority and submission are good things!

4. Freedom.
Purchased in Christ, we afeNB S Ay (i K SGod dnthdeasi § 2
6S L SIaSé¢ 6! dz3dzaliAySoo

5. Delightin God.
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The Schedulel
Sept 14(T) Jn 17.1% Sanctify them irthe truth; your word is truth.

1 Pet 5.67 ¢ Humble yourselves, therefore, under th
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he m
exalt yolX @

September
21(H)

Heb 13.17¢ Obey your leaders and submit to them, fi
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who
have to give an account.

September
28(A)

1 . . . . .
Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on whictbeginto learn this new verselhe
letter in brackets beside the date represents the Core Value supported by the verse.




October 5
(F)
October 12
(D)

October 19
(M

October 26
(H)

November
2(A)

November
9(F)

November
16 (D)

November
23(T)

November
30(H)
December

7(A)

December
14

Gal 5.1¢ For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fi
therefore, and do not submit again to a yokestavery.

Ps 37.4; Delight yourself in th&orp and he will give you
the desires of your heart.

Ps 19.78 ¢ The law of theLorDis perfect, reviving the
soul; the testimony of thd.ORDis sure, making wise thi
simpleX ®

Ps 51.17¢ The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Rom 13.1¢ Let every person be subject to the governil
authorities. For there is no authority except from Gc
and those that exist have been instituted by God.

Rom 8.7¢ For the mind that is set on the flesh is host
to God, for it does nosubmit to God's law; indeed, i
cannot.

Ps 73.2826 ¢ Whom have | in heaven but you? Atitere
is nothing on earth that | desire besides you. My flesh ¢
my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my he
and my portion forever.

2 Tim 3.1617 ¢ All Scripture is breathed out by God ar
profitable for teaching, for reproofpr correction, and for
training in righteousness.

Phil 2.3¢ Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but i
humility count others more significant than yourselves.

1 Pet 5.5¢ Likewise, you who are younger, be subject
the elders.

Luke 2.11c X For unto you is born this day in the city |
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.

Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on whictbeginto learn this new verselhe
letter in brackets beside the date represents the Core Value supported by the verse.

( - )
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December
21

Deember
28 (F)

January 4

(D)

January 11
(M

January 18
(H)

January 25
(A)

February 1
(F)

February 8
(D)

February
15(T)

February
22 (H)

March 1
(A)

John 114 ¢ And the Word became flesh and dwelt amol
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only :
from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Gal 5.25¢ If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by tl
Spirit.

Ps 16.11¢ In your presence there is fullness of joy;
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

James 1.2Z But be doers of the word, and not heare
only, deceiving yourselves.

Phil 2.89 ¢ And being found in human form, he humble
himself by becoming obedient to the point death, even
death on a cross.

Ps 24.1c The earth is theoRDs and the fullness thereof
the world and those who dwell therein.

Rom 14.1% Therefore let us not pass judgment on ot
another any longer, but rather decideever to put a
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.

Dt 6.45 ¢ Hear, O Israel: TheorDour God, theLORDis
one. You shall love thiorRDyour God with all your hear
and with all your soul and with all your might.

Ps 119.160; The sum of your word is truth, and evel
one of your righteous rules endures forever.

James 45¢LyaiaSI R @2dz 2d2aAKG
6S oAttt tAOS YR R2 (KAA

1 Pet 2.13¢ Be subject for the Lord's sake to evel
human institution.

Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on whictbeginto learn this new verselhe
letter in brackets beside the date represents the Core Value supported by the verse.
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March 8(F)

March 15
(D)

March 22
(M

March 29
(H)

April 5(A)

April 12(F)

April 19(D)

April 26 (T)

May 3 (H)

May 10(A)

May 17(F)

Rom 6.67 ¢ We know that our old self was crucified wit
him in order that the body of sin might be brought 1
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to ¢
For one who has déehas been set free from sin.

Rom 15.13; May the God of hope fill you with all joy ar
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Sg
you may abound in hope.

Jn 17.17% Sanctify them in the truth; your word tsuth.

1 Pet 5.67 ¢ Humble yourselves, therefore, under th
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he m
exalt yoX @

Heb 13.17¢ Obey your leaders and submit to them, fi
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who
have to give an account.

Gal 5.1¢ For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fi
therefore, and do not submit again to a yokestdivery.

Ps 37.4 Delight yourself in th&orp and he will give yot
the desires of your heart.

Ps 19.78 ¢ The law of theLoRDis perfect, reviving the
soul; the testimony of thdORDis sure, making wise tht
simpleX ©

Ps 51.17¢ The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Rom 13.1¢ Let every person be subject to the governil
authorities. For there is no authority except from Gc
and those thakxist have been instituted by God.

Rom 8.7¢ For the mind that is set on the flesh is host
to God, for it does nosubmit to God's law; indeed, i
cannot.

Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on whictbeginto learn this new verselhe
letter in brackets beside the date represents the Core Value supported by the verse.
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May 24(D)

May 31(T)

June 7(H)

June 14A)

June 21(F)

June 28D)

July 5(T)

July 12(H)

July 19(A)

July 26(F)

August 2
(D)

Ps 73.2826 ¢ Whom have | in heaven but you? And the
is nothing orearth that | desire besides you. My flesh a
my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my he
and my portion forever.

2 Tim 3.1617 ¢ All Scripture is breathed out by God at
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and f
training in righteousness.

Phil 2.3¢ Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but i
humility count others more significant than yourselves.

1 Pet 5.5¢ Likewise, you who are younger, be subject
the elders.

Gal 5.25¢ If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by tl
Spirit.

Ps 16.11¢ In your presence there is fullness of joy;
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

James 1.22Z But be doers of the word, and not heare
only, deceiving gurselves.

Phil 2.89 ¢ And being found in human form, he humble
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, evi
death on a cross.

Ps 24.1c The earth is the.orDs and the fullness thereof
the world and those who dwetherein.

Rom 14.1%; Therefore let us not pass judgment on ol
another any longer, but rather decide never to put
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.

Dt 6.45 ¢ Hear, O Israel: TheorDour God, theLORDis
one. You shall love theorDyour God with all your hear
and with all your soul and with all your might.

Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on whictbeginto learn this new verselhe
letter in brackets beside the date represents the Core Value supported by the verse.
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August 9
(M)

August 16
(H)

August23
(A)

August 30
(F)

September
6 (D)

Ps 119.160C; The sum of your word is truth, and evel
one of your righteous rules endures forever.

James 45¢LyaidSI R @2dz 2d2aAKG
6S oAft tAOS IyYyR R2 (GKAA
1 Pet 2.13¢ Be subject for the Lord's sake to eve
human institution.

Rom 6.67 ¢ We know that our old self was crucified wit
him in order that the body of sin might be brought t
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to ¢
For one who has died has been set free from sin.

Rom 15.13; May the God of hope fill you with all joy ar
peace in believing, so thatylthe power of the Holy Spiri
you may abound in hope.
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