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άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǳǇ ¸ƻǳǊ ²ƻǊŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ 
¢Ƙŀǘ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¸ƻǳΦέ 

- Psalm 119:11 
 
 
 

The Best Thing ς His Word 
In the Best Place ς My Heart 

For the Best Reason ς So I Will Not Sin Against My Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal:  As shepherds of your souls, we, the elders of Grace 

Fellowship Church, want all of us to memorize the Word of 

God together every week. 
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Why Should We Do This? 

1. No More Casualties. 

Some have fallen hard because they have not been well-armed for 

the battle. Ps 119:11 makes it clear that one crucial part of fighting 

sin is storing up or treasuring the Word in our hearts. 

2. Holiness is Our Purpose. 

We ought to often pray with Mc/ƘŜȅƴŜΥ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŀǎ ƎƻŘƭȅ ŀǎ 

ŀ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΗέ !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƛǎ ƛŘƻƭŀǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

unworthy of our calling. In Ps 119:11 God has instructed us on how 

to be goŘƭȅΧ ǿŜ ŘŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ 

3. Memorizing Forces Meditation. 

Meditation is everywhere commanded in the Bible and church 

history has proven that our heroes of the faith have been men and 

women who meditated on the Wordτoften through memorization  

(Philippians 4:8). 

4. This Will Help Fathers. 

Those with children still at home, who are desirous of being 

spiritual leaders, now have a tool to help them lead and shepherd 

their families. The family could spend two minutes before every 

dinner working on the verse of the week and fathers can teach the 

meaning and give application. 

5. Memorizing Will Increase Our Fellowship. 
Every week we will have truth we have been considering and 

pondering together and this will provide a good launching pad to 

direct our conversation to spiritual matters. Also, over the years we 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘ ǇŀǘƘǎέ ōȅ 

referring to Scriptures we have learned together. 

6. Memorizing Will Not Harm You. 
How many hours do we spend in a week in mindless or mind-

numbing activity? Will one hour less of television per week harm 
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your spiritual life? Will memorizing and meditating on a different 

verse each week do you injury? Surely, this is the least we can do! 

7. Are We Content with Our Sin? 

Do we think so little of sin (and hence, of God) that we are content 

with our spiritual maturityτǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ άŀǊǊƛǾŜŘέ ƻǊ ŀǘ 

least gotten to a place where we do not have to work so hard 

anymore? May it never be! The best reason to memorize is so that 

ǿŜ άƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘέ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

their sin is never only against themselves or anotherτall sin is 

ultimately aimed at and offensive to God (Psalm 51). Not one of 

these sins is excusable or winked atτthey are all punished on the 

cross. Do I disdain the cross and the sufferings of Jesus so much that 

I am not willing to give my all to never sin again? 

8. Memorizing Aids Delighting. 

As we have seen in the past, one of the primary means to delighting 

in God is pondering His glorious Word. Our purpose ƛǎ ά5Ŝlighting in 

DƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ŀƴŘ so we are committed to actually doing 

itτnot just thinking about it.   

9. This is Counter-Cultural. 

Sometimes it is very healthy to live against the flow of the culture in 

order to make our faith in Christ more visible to our own eyes. Most 

people only think about work, sports, news, family and sleepτwho 

ponders the glories of our Saviour? Memorizing the Word together 

makes us stand out in bold relief, like the rock in the middle of the 

riverτholding firm against the current. This is healthy. 

10. Memorizing Improves Our Souls. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ {ŎƻǳƎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƭƻǾŜΧέ. Do I love the Word of God? 

If I do, I will treasure it in my heart. I will yearn for it, adore it, think 

on it, look forward to it and ponder it deeply. 
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11. We Will Be Better Counsellors. 

Of what profit is Godless, truthless, Wordless counsel? Part of our 

ministry to one another is to sharpen each other and help one 

another through the decisions of life. We need to own the Word in 

order to do this effectively and memorizing is one means of doing 

that. 

12. No Hypocrisy. 

We will demonstrate to our children that memorizing is not just 

some game for kids, but it is the serious business of godly people. 

Our action of memorizing will value the Word before their eyes and 

ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƭŀȅΦ 

13. Armed For Battle. 

The Devil never calls or e-mails ahead to tell you when you are 

going to be attacked. We must be well-armed and ready in advance 

for his wicked onslaughts and memorizing is one tool in our 

training. Remember /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ όŦǊƻƳ tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎύ as he fought 

ApollyonΧ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƘen he dropped his sword (the symbol 

of the Word of God)? 

Six Possible Objections to Memorizing Together  

1. ȰIt is Too Hard.ȱ 
Some of us find memorizing a four-digit P.I.N. a feat of genius! I am 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΧ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 

her from the grocery store to ask for those four digits! But, what 

good things in life are free (besides our salvation)? If it is good, it is 

worth working for. Besides this, the man who may take an easy 5 

minutes to memorize compared to your agonizing 55 minutes, may 

struggle in other areas of life that are of no problem to you. Each 

one is different. But God does not offer an alternative plan for the 

slow of memory. We must heed the counsel of άthe man after 

DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘέ and store up that Word in our hearts. Your kids (if 

you have them) may lap you 13 times over before you finally get 

ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜ ŘƻǿƴΧ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ? That 
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you are a bad memorizer? No! It teaches your kids that you love the 

Word so much you will agonize and strive over it because it is worth 

it! They will learn, here is how vital the Word of God is! 

2. Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ &ÏÒÃÅ -ÅȢȱ 

{ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ άhƪŀȅΣ L ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

force me to memorize what everyone else is doing. I will do my own 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊƛƴƎΦέ Will you? How many verses did you memorize last 

year? How many the year before that? No one is seeking to stifle 

ȅƻǳǊ άƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǘȅΣέ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

grow closer together as a church family. 

3. ȰNobody Will Do It.ȱ 

You are absolutely rightτunless you lead the way! What may feel 

like labour at first will quickly become routine down the road. Some 

things we just need to do. 

4. ȰI Have Other Verses I Want to Memorize.ȱ 

Great! Do those as well! 

5. ȰWe All Have Different Versions.ȱ 

We will all memorize in the ESV. It is faithful to the original and yet 

understandable by the young. 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ 

will be printed in this book, in the bulletins and available on the 

web. 

6. Ȱ) $ÏÎȭÔ 7ÁÎÔ 4ÏȢȱ 

Perhaps you have no good reasons other than this. Then I urge you 

ǘƻ ƘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ IŜōǊŜǿǎ моΥмт άhōŜȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ 

to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 

will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 

groaning, for that woulŘ ōŜ ƻŦ ƴƻ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ Do what is to 

your advantage and follow your leaders. 
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3Ï 7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȩ 
For this calendar year (starting now!) your elders have deliberately 

ŎƘƻǎŜƴ άнр Core VersesΗέ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƻƴŜ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ 

through March (with two special weeks before Christmas)Σ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

repeat the same verses from March through September. It is our hope 

that by learning the verses twice they will really sink in.  

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀs 

possible so that family members of all ages and abilities can keep up. 

How Will We Do This?  
We will put the verse for the coming week in the Sunday bulletin and 

our website. Included below is a schedule of the verses for the whole 

year. The date listed is the Sunday when we will start the verse given. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ hǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

want to, you can even work ahead!  

We will hold one another accountable in our memorizing by reciting 

these verses corporately at various meetings throughout the week. The 

children will memorize these verses for their GraceKids classesτone 

verse for all per week. 

We understand that not all will learn every verse perfectly. Sometimes 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΧ ōǳǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ to shoot for 

perfection and land a little lower, than aim low and get nothing done. 

Gird up your loins for action, Grace Fellowship Church! Adopt that 

ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ōƻƻǘ ŎŀƳǇΦ .ȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΗ 
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25 Core Verses! 
Our strategy in choosing these verses was to build around our five core 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ CƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ selected five verses. 

1. Truth. 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ 

2. Humility. 

God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Christ 

modelled perfect humility, and we strive to follow his example. 

3. Authority. 

Fighting against all cultural intuitions, the Scriptures say that 

authority and submission are good things! 

4. Freedom. 

Purchased in Christ, we are ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ά[ƻǾŜ God and do as 

ǿŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜέ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜύΦ 

5. Delight in God. 

hǳǊ ƳƻǘǘƻΥ ά5ŜƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻŦ 

ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

The Schedule1 
Sept. 14 (T) Jn 17.17 ς Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  

September 

21 (H) 

1 Pet 5.6-7 ς Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt youΧΦ 

September 

28 (A) 

Heb 13.17 ς Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 

they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 

have to give an account.  

                                                           

1
 Remember, the date listed is the Sunday on which we begin to learn this new verse. The 

letter in brackets beside the date represents the Core Value supported by the verse. 
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October 5 

(F) 

Gal 5.1 ς For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

October 12 

(D)  

Ps 37.4 ς Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you 

the desires of your heart. 

October 19 

(T) 

Ps 19.7-8 ς The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the 

soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simpleΧΦ 

October 26 

(H) 

Ps 51.17 ς The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 

broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

November 

2 (A) 

Rom 13.1 ς Let every person be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

November 

9 (F) 

Rom 8.7 ς For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 

cannot. 

November 

16 (D) 

Ps 73.25-26 ς Whom have I in heaven but you? And there 

is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and 

my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever. 

November 

23 (T) 

2 Tim 3.16-17 ς All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousnessΧ. 

November 

30 (H) 

Phil 2.3 ς Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 

humility count others more significant than yourselves. 

December 

7 (A) 

1 Pet 5.5 ς Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to 

the elders.  

December 

14  

Luke 2.11 ς Χ For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
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December 

21 

John 1.14 ς And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

December  

28 (F) 

Gal 5.25 ς If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit. 

January 4 

(D) 

Ps 16.11 ς In your presence there is fullness of joy; at 

your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

January 11 

(T) 

James 1.22 ς But be doers of the word, and not hearers 

only, deceiving yourselves. 

January 18 

(H) 

Phil 2.8-9 ς And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 

January 25 

(A) 

Ps 24.1 ς The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein.  

February 1 

(F) 

Rom 14.13 ς Therefore let us not pass judgment on one 

another any longer, but rather decide never to put a 

stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

February 8 

(D) 

Dt 6.4-5 ς Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 

one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your might. 

February 

15 (T) 

Ps 119.160 ς The sum of your word is truth, and every 

one of your righteous rules endures forever. 

February 

22 (H) 

James 4.15 ς LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άLŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭǎΣ 

ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

March 1 

(A) 

 

1 Pet 2.13 ς Be subject for the Lord's sake to every 

human institution. 
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March 8 (F) 

Rom 6.6-7 ς We know that our old self was crucified with 

him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 

For one who has died has been set free from sin. 

March 15 

(D)  

Rom 15.13 ς May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope. 

March 22 

(T) 
Jn 17.17 ς Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  

March 29 

(H) 

1 Pet 5.6-7 ς Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt youΧΦ 

April 5 (A) 

Heb 13.17 ς Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 

they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 

have to give an account.  

April 12 (F) 
Gal 5.1 ς For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

April 19 (D) 
Ps 37.4 ς Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you 

the desires of your heart. 

April 26  (T)  

Ps 19.7-8 ς The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the 

soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simpleΧΦ 

May 3 (H) 
Ps 51.17 ς The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 

broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

May 10 (A) 

Rom 13.1 ς Let every person be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

May 17 (F) 

Rom 8.7 ς For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 

cannot. 
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May 24 (D) 

Ps 73.25-26 ς Whom have I in heaven but you? And there 

is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and 

my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever. 

May 31 (T) 

2 Tim 3.16-17 ς All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousnessΧ. 

June 7 (H) 
Phil 2.3 ς Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 

humility count others more significant than yourselves. 

June 14 (A) 
1 Pet 5.5 ς Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to 

the elders.  

June 21 (F) 
Gal 5.25 ς If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit. 

June 28 (D) 
Ps 16.11 ς In your presence there is fullness of joy; at 

your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

July 5 (T) 
James 1.22 ς But be doers of the word, and not hearers 

only, deceiving yourselves. 

July 12 (H) 

Phil 2.8-9 ς And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 

July 19 (A) 
Ps 24.1 ς The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein.  

July 26 (F) 

Rom 14.13 ς Therefore let us not pass judgment on one 

another any longer, but rather decide never to put a 

stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

August 2 

(D) 

Dt 6.4-5 ς Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 

one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your might. 



 

August 9 

(T) 

Ps 119.160 ς The sum of your word is truth, and every 

one of your righteous rules endures forever. 

August 16 

(H) 

James 4.15 ς LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άLŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭǎΣ 

ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

August 23 

(A) 

1 Pet 2.13 ς Be subject for the Lord's sake to every 

human institution. 

August 30 

(F) 

Rom 6.6-7 ς We know that our old self was crucified with 

him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 

For one who has died has been set free from sin. 

September 

6 (D) 

Rom 15.13 ς May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


